Penny under Pressure 
(a story about Resilience based on a real life experience) - Maxine Faith Paris grade 6.1. 


Thunder cracked and rain fell as she arrived, early and anxious, ballet bag in hand. A full bladder, no bathroom allowed and her exam delayed, her courage frayed.
Halfway through pliés, disaster bloomed, a puddle of shame beneath her feet. Red‑faced, she fled, borrowed tights, and leotard with trembling hands and slipped on borrowed strength. Back in she went, spine tall, trying to fix an impossible smile, dancing as though she hadn’t just wanted to disappear.
Her tears waited for her mother’s arms, not the examiner’s eyes. She thought she’d quit forever, but she rose again and with ballet shoes on and spirit unbroken, she danced into resilience.

